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Dear Congregants, 

  

My thanks to all those who participated in the recent meetings where we discussed and debated and got a little 

frustrated and sometimes unhappy and shared ideas and sometimes laughed and voted on a course for the future. 

I must say the effect of (unexpectedly) concluding the October 17 meeting with various songs (Hatikvah and 

Oseh Shalom) was really quite wonderful. 

  

The congregation voted overwhelmingly to pass the three motions as proposed, without amendments, and on 

Thursday, October 19, I formally signed an agreement at the office of Patterson Woods to place our building on 

sale. On a personal note, though I was professional in my meeting with Marvin Sachs and Chris Moore, I was 

pretty sad inside as I signed the contract. 

  

Though this path is not the one any of us want to be on, it is the best one for our congregation. The timing of the 

building sale, temporary and permanent moves are unknown, but there is undoubtedly much work to be done, 

and all us can and should play a role in helping us move forward. If this topic comes up in any interactions you 

have with non-AKSE folks, please be a good ambassador for AKSE—we are not going away, but rather facing 

our challenges in a systematic manner and determined to extend the 132-year tradition of AKSE. 

  

The current areas of focus are:  

● forming a negotiating committee as per the motion. 

● deciding on the best temporary home, which will likely be either JCC or Beth Shalom.  

● organizing an inventory/disposition committee to think through how we deal with Torahs, plaques, photos, etc.  

● forming a permanent home committee, which is ultimately the most important, though its work will not be in 

full gear until we know the amount and timing of funds available from the building sale.   

  

As always, I welcome comments, suggestions and constructive criticisms. Please let me know your ideas and 

how you would like to be involved in securing our future. 
 

Sincerely, 
 

Jonathan Jaffe 
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The Kotel (Western Wall) Controversy 

Kol Nidre, 5778 
Rabbi Steven Saks 

 
 

Just eight weeks ago we gathered here on Tisha B’Av, sat on the 
floor and wept over the destruction of our temples. But after thinking 
about it, I asked myself, “Is it really such a bad thing that we no longer 
have a temple?” After all, look at how we fight over the Kotel (Western 
Wall), which is just a retaining wall of the Second Temple. If we had a 
temple, we would have even more to argue about. Who would serve as 
the Kohanim (priests) in the temple? Who would make decisions 
regarding temple ritual, the Kohanim or rabbinic authorities? 

The Israeli government’s decision to suspend plans to create an 
area for mixed gender prayer at the main Kotel plaza ignited outrage in 
much of the Jewish world. Rabbi Rick Jacobs, president of the Reform 
movement, stated, “The decision cannot be seen as anything but a 
betrayal.” Rabbi Daniel Gordis, a leading voice for Conservative 
Judaism, urged American Jews to “cancel their El Al tickets and fly 
Delta” and suggested “withholding money from Israeli hospitals.” 
Many in the diaspora are suggesting that they need to “rethink” their 
relationship with the Jewish state, which sounds like a thinly veiled 
threat to cease support of Israel. 

Regardless of how one feels about creating a mixed prayer 
section at the main plaza (a small one already exists at the south end of 
the wall known as Robinson’s Arch), one should be able to understand 
why the advocates of such an idea are upset. A compromise had been 
reached, but due to political pressure the government failed to honor it. 
We must acknowledge and validate the feeling of betrayal.   

While it is certainly tempting to blame Netanyahu for 
capitulating to those on the right who pressured him to suspend the 
compromise plan, Alan Dershowitz reasons that Netanyahu had no 
choice. If he had not capitulated, his government would have fallen and 
a government to his right would have likely succeeded him, taking an 
even harder line. What is most troubling is not Netanyahu’s 
capitulation, which was an act of political survival, but the fact that 
“religious parties” forced him into abrogating an agreement. You do not 
have to search hard in Jewish sources to conclude that it is a sin to fail 
to live up to an agreement. Based on “He shall not break his 
word” (Num. 30:3), the Rambam teaches that there is a command 
prohibiting one from failing to fulfill an obligation to which one has 
committed, even if the obligation was made without taking a formal 
oath (Sefer Hamitzvot, Negative Mitzvah 157). Furthermore, Rabbi 
Jonathan Sacks observes that it is no accident that Torah broaches the 
topic of vows and oaths as the people approach the Promised Land. 
Authoritarian societies can coerce. The Israelites were freed from 
slavery not to build yet another coercive society, but to build a free 
society. As Rabbi Sacks puts it “Freedom depends on people keeping 
their word” and the failure to do so leads to disorder which eventually 
circles back to authoritarianism. Jeremiah, who lived through the 
destruction of the first Temple, lamented “They are valorous in the land 
for treachery, not for their honesty.” 

(Continued on page 13) 
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AKSE MEN’S CLUB BREAKFAST 
SUNDAY, DECEMBER 3  9:30 AM 

 

Speaker: Chanan Smith 
Topic: Israel, the Palestinians and the Settlements 

 
 

AKSE member Chanan Smith is a reserve 
lieutenant in the elite Special Forces Givati unit of 
the IDF. He is especially qualified to present his 
views about the settlements since he grew up in one 
and, while in the IDF, served in Judea and Samaria 
(i.e., the West Bank). 

Whatever your views on the settlements, please come to listen and to engage Chanan with 
your questions.  

During his military career, Chanan trained and commanded counter-terror units in the Gaza 
Strip and worked with the Israel Security Agency. He has trained soldiers in Krav Maga, 
counter-terrorism, fighting and gaining control over terrorists armed with weapons, and 
defense against stabbing attempts by terrorists and against soldier kidnapping. Chanan has 
also worked as a security expert for protection personnel, public transportation, and border 
control. He is an experienced trainer in the institutional and private sectors and is actively 
involved in training security units. 

The sumptuous buffet breakfast will start at 9:30 AM, and the talk will begin at 10:00 AM. The 
cost is $7 if a reservation is made in advance by contacting the office at 302-762-2705 or 
office@AKSE.org by Friday, December 1 at 12:45 PM. Reservations are important so we’ll 
know the number of attendees to prepare for: how much food, how many tables, etc. Without a 
reservation, the cost is $9. Payment is at the door.      

 
Thanks to our kitchen crew: Elizabeth Davis, Maurice Linett, Moshe Vinograd, Jim Marshall and 
Cliff Packer. 

Parsha and Pizza has resumed. 

 Study Torah with Rabbi Saks and fellow congregants 

Wednesdays following afternoon minyan, about 6 pm.  

mailto:office@AKSE.org
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SISTERHOOD NEWS 
 

This is YOUR Sisterhood!!  Make it what YOU want it to be!! 
 

AKSE SISTERHOOD TENTATIVE CALENDAR 
 

Saturday, January 20, 2018             Community Event @ Temple Beth El                                                      
Friday, January 26, 2018                   Federation Shabbat @ Beth Shalom 
March 2018                                         Purim: Mishloach Manot/Hamantashen 

Mazel Tov to the Women's Simchat Torah service on their 36th anniversary! 
 

Pictured are some of the many women who have participated in the 
Annual Women's Simchat Torah service over the past 36 years. 

Photo by Alan Goldberg 

A time for thank yous to all those who made the 10th Annual Break the Fast such a wonderful event 
 

We really appreciate contributions from the following families:  Elzufon, Epstein Makar, Feingold, Fisch, 
Golden, Keil, Klein, Rosenberg, Seidel, Seltzer, Vinograd, and Zussman! 
 
A huge thank you to these people who shopped, prepared food, set up and cleaned up.  It was a pleasure 
working with such a wonderful and efficient group!: 
 
Devon & Jordan Abukasis, Harriet Ainbinder, Judy Berlin, Sharon Berry, Elizabeth Davis, Harriet Jacobs,  Karen Moss, 
Sharon Murphree, Huguette Piha, Judi Rosenberg, Dianne Seidel, Wendy Shlossman, Kerry & Eyal Shweiki, Cathy & 
Moish Vinograd, Sylvia & Mark Wagman, Ella & Marty Zukoff.  Of course Cliff Packer helped every step of the way!! 
 

Sylvia Wagman     sisterhood@akse.org 
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10th Annual  

Break the 

Fast 

 

 

September 30,  
2017 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Photos by  
Sylvia Wagman 
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OFFICE AND MAINTENANCE AVAILABILITY CHANGES AT AKSE 
 
Dear Congregation: 
 
     In response to some of the changes in our AKSE world, we have made changes to office 
times and how we schedule maintenance.  Thanks to Executive Board members Kerry 
Shweiki, Facilities, and Wendy Shlossman, Administration, for their efforts in this regard. 
And much thanks to the office staff, chiefly Sharon Marshall, Arlene McLaren, and Kathleen Taylor, for their 
flexibility.  
     After 37 years of service to our shul, Arlene MacLaren has decided to (actually, really) retire on Nov 21. 
Arlene has been one of the smiling helpful faces and voices that greet members and non-members whenever the 
phone rings or an office visit takes place.  We wish Arlene and her family the very best as she begins this new 
chapter in her life.  Arlene, you will be sorely missed. All AKSE members say thank you for what you have 
meant to AKSE and how much you have helped AKSE these past years.  
 

Jonathan Jaffe 

. 

PLEASE NOTE NEW AKSE OFFICE HOURS  !!! 
 

 

Monday - Thursday:  10:00 am  - 3:00 pm 

Friday:  10:00 am - 1:00 pm 
 

These new office hours more accurately reflect our needs and are 

helping us to reduce expenses.  So far, things seem to be working out.  
 

Thank you for your understanding. 

MAINTENANCE (Cliff Packer) Availability 
 
The “holiday” season required lots of time and effort on Cliff’s part, and we are fortunate to have Shabbat 
Kiddushes and the November 12 Ann Jaffe/Hadassah event on the horizon.  Having said that, there is no Hebrew 
school, and in some ways there are fewer requirements, (some ways more, e.g., Church Group presence here on 
Sunday morning) for Cliff to do.  In any event we are no longer tying Cliff down to a “regular” or predictable 
availability or schedule at AKSE.  If you call the office during the week, if Cliff is there at that moment you may 
be connected to Cliff, but it is more likely you will have to leave a message with the office for Cliff which will 
go in Kerry’s and Cliff’s box. 
 
Of equal importance, Cliff gets a lot of requests and some of them have perhaps neither been fair nor suitable to 
have Cliff do. Or the request was of an “immediate” nature, and it may be that Cliff was scheduled off, or doing 
something else, and these “drop in requests” are sometimes not really workable without being unfair to Cliff or 
just not really doable. There is a maintenance request form for major events which should be utilized.  If you are 
seeking a commitment that particular work can be done,  please check with Kerry or me.  
 
 
Thanks again for your understanding.  
 

Jonathan Jaffe 
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Dear Congregation: 
 
I received the following email/letter from Gladys Gewirtz (with Yossi’s assistance, who also made clear: please 
feel free to share Mom's message with others, if you consider that appropriate)  just a few days before the 
October 17 Congregational meeting. Below it is my reply.   
 
Dear Jonathan, 
 
The emotions I felt in reading your letter to the Congregation are surely matched many times over by what you 
all feel back in Wilmington. Yet, please know that though I no longer live among you there, my bond with 
AKSE is eternal. And so it pains me to see that such a difficult crossroads has been reached.  
 
In your letter, you have well described a very problematic situation, and have logically set into motion a process 
to deal with that situation effectively. It's important for me to express through you to others in AKSE my deep 
identification with the entire Congregation, and with its leadership, at all times, and particularly at this time. I 
trust that all the opinions on this very sensitive and fateful subject will be voiced and heard with wisdom, 
compassion and faith. 
 
For my own part, I hope to be reassured that any solution adopted, even tentative or temporary, will ensure the 
uninterrupted continuity of AKSE's distinct frameworks of prayer, Torah study, religious observance and 
communal cohesiveness.  
 
My thoughts and prayers are with you all, and I look forward to hearing about decisions or developments that 
will follow. 
 
With respect, love and b'Shalom, 
 
Gladys Gewirtz 
 
 

Dear Yossi and Gladys,   thank you for your notes and I wish safe travels to Yossi and good health to all. I 
appreciate your taking the time to write.   Yes AKSE is in a tough patch at the moment, and though we have 
some ideas about the way forward, clearly there are a lot of unknowns at this point.  I will say that the easiest 
and agreed part by all - was amazingly described in your letter Gladys, and I will quote you: For my own part, I 
hope to be reassured that any solution adopted, even tentative or temporary, will ensure  the uninterrupted 
continuity of AKSE's distinct frameworks of prayer, Torah study, religious observance and communal 
cohesiveness.  
 
Though we did not articulate it as well as you did, that concept was an organizing principle we all agreed to at 
the beginning and now as well as the change process gets underway.   
 
The Shofar newsletter and the occasional email blast will I hope keep all informed as to "what's up?", as my 
kids would say. As I am putting the November Shofar together today, I will happily share your message 
Gladys.  
 
      Thanks again and all the best.   Jonathan 
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TORAH READER SCHEDULE  
        
        
      
11/4/2017           Cantor Redfern  
11/11/2017         Cantor Redfern                              12/9/2017           Cantor Redfern 
11/18/2017         Partnership Minyan                      12/16/2017         AKSE gentlemen  
11/25/2017         Cantor Redfern                              12/23/2017         Cantor Redfern  
12/2/2017           Cantor Redfern                              12/30/2017         AKSE gentlemen  
 
 
RABBI SAKS VACATION SCHEDULE 
 
November 3/4 
November 24/25 
 
 

EMMANUEL DINING ROOM 
 
       We are once again gearing up to cook and serve a meal at Emmanuel Dining Room in Wilmington.  The 
dining hall we serve from is one of a network of 3 dining halls created and run by the Ministry of Caring, to help 
ensure that Wilmington's neediest citizens do not go hungry.  Meals are provided daily by area churches, 
synagogues and civic groups.  Three times a year AKSE congregants prepare a hot lunch for sometimes up to 
200 men, women and children.  For many EDR clients, this is their only meal of the day, so it is very important 
that we provide a hot, nutritious meal. 
         We often receive generous donations of meat to help us prepare our meal. We are in need of cash donations 
to cover the cost of the ingredients that we purchase to make the meal at EDR.  The much appreciated cash or 
Shop Rite gift card donations will enable us to continue this wonderful project without using general synagogue 
funds. 
         We also are in need of donations of baked goods to serve as dessert at EDR.  
 
          We will serve our meals on Tuesday, November 7th, Thursday, 
December 7th, 2017, and on Sunday, January 7th, 2018. 
 
          If you can help in any way, please contact Rhonda Shulman at 479-
9789 (acemaven0131@aol.com) or Wendy Shlossman at 479-5599 
(pshlossman@comcast.net).  
 
Thank you so much for taking part in this very important mitzvah! 
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As the organizer of decorating the succah, I would like to thank all those who gave 
   advice and  help,  shlept,  and decorated the prettiest succah AKSE has had in a very long time! 
   The reviews were wonderful. Sorry if you missed out, but there is always next year.... 
 
A thank you to Jim Lehr for keeping good records on how much corn stalks and hay we needed. 
A thank you to Jerry Kritz for getting and bringing the bales of hay down to us. 
A thank you to all .. Moshe Vinograd, Alan Goldberg, John and Lena Elzufon for getting the 
    corn stalks ready for the top and on the poles. 
A thank you to the minyonaires, Amy Schwartz, Ben Slomowitz, Fathers Scott Slomowitz, 
    Howard Schwartz, Mel Zussman for all the hanging decorations, up and down ladders. 
A thank you to Lewis Shapiro for also getting up and down the ladder and agreeing to Dianne's  
     changing of mind multiple times.  
A thank you to Tom Murphree for helping me spread the hay and building the best ramp 
     for those that needed a way into the succah. 
A thank you to Jeff S. for helping me make all those chains during football games (I learned a lot  
     about the sport, GO EAGLES ) 
A thank you to Cliff for hanging the lights and seeing they were all lit and keeping the mums watered, 
   since this is the first year, that I CAN REMEMBER, it hardly rained. 
A thank you to Judy Berlin for making the trays of pastry and fruit for all the days of Sukkot.  
 
I had a lot of fun working with all these fellow friends, I will agree to do it again next year... 
Till then....Dianne Seidel 

Editor’s notes to congregation: 1) Please enjoy the succah photos on the following pages, taken by Dianne Seidel 
and 2) You should also please thank the folks Dianne listed above and  3) You must certainly thank Dianne as 
well for her hard work.   
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14 CHESHVAN 

Sunday Monday Tuesday Wednesday Thursday Friday Saturday 

13 CHESHVAN 11 CHESHVAN 12 CHESHVAN  7 CHESHVAN 8 CHESHVAN 9 CHESHVAN  10 CHESHVAN 

14 CHESHVAN  

28 CHESHVAN 26 CHESHVAN 27 CHESHVAN 22 CHESHVAN 23 CHESHVAN 24 CHESHVAN 25 CHESHVAN 

                                                              
 
 
 
                              

   
 
 
 

 
  
 

  1 
 
 
 
    

 
 

 2 
 
  

 
 
 
 

 3 
Friday Night 
Service 
6:00 pm 

            
      
 
                                

4 
 
Birthday Kiddush 

 
 
 

5 
Daylight Saving 
Time ends at 2 am. 
Set clocks back 1 
hour.  

6 
   
 
   

 

  
 

7 
   
 
 
 

 

8 
 

 
 
 
 
 

9 
 
 
 
 

  
 

 

10 
Friday Night 
Service 
6:00 pm 
 
 
 

 
 

11 
 
Kopolovic/Berlin 
sponsors Kiddush 
in honor of Peter 
Kopolovic’s 57th 
anniversary of his 
Bar Mitzvah 
  
 

12 
 
Honoring  
Ann Jaffe 
Hadassah Event 
12 Noon 
 
 
 

13 
 
 
 

 
 

 

14 
  
 
Board of 
Governors 
Meeting 
7 pm 

 
    
 
 

15 
 

 

 
 

16 
 
 
 
 

17 
 

Friday Night 
Service  
6:00 pm 
 
 

 

  
 

18 
Partnership 
Minyan 
 
Sandy Rosen 
sponsors Kiddush 
in honor of 
Maurice Linett’s 
special birthday.  
 
 

19 
 
Rosh Chodesh 
 

20 
 

 
 

 
 
 
 
 

21 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 

 

 
 

22 
 
 
 
 

 
 

 

23 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 

24 
Friday Night 
Service 
6:00 pm 
 

 
 
 
 

25 
 
 
 
 

26 
 
 
 
 

 
 
                             
 

27 
 
 
 

28 
 

 
 
 
 
 

 

 29 
 

 
 
 
 

  30                      
                                  
                                 
 
                                                                   
 

                  
                        

                                                

     
     

29 CHESHVAN 

13 CHESHVAN 

28 CHESHVAN 23 CHESHVAN 

11 KISLEV 

12 CHESHVAN 14 CHESHVAN 

25 CHESHVAN  

15 CHESHVAN 

10 KISLEV 

27 CHESHVAN  

9 KISLEV 
12 KISLEV 

Friday  

Evenings  
Candle 

Lighting 

NOVEMBER 3 

NOVEMBER 10 

NOVEMBER 17 

NOVEMBER 24 
 

5:38 PM 

4:31 PM 

4:26 PM 

4:22 PM 
 

Saturday 
Evenings 

Mincha 
Ma’ariv  

Havdallah 
Times 

NOVEMBER 4 

NOVEMBER 11 

NOVEMBER 18 

NOVEMBER 25 
 

5:35 PM 

4:30 PM 

4:25 PM 

4:20 PM 

 

6:37 PM 

5:30 PM 

5:25 PM 

5:21 PM 

 

26 CHESHVAN 24 CHESHVAN 

18 CHESHVAN 19 CHESHVAN 5 KISLEV 6 KISLEV 7 KISLEV 4 KISLEV 3 KISLEV 2 KISLEV 1 KISLEV 

16 CHESHVAN 17 CHESHVAN 18 CHESHVAN 19 CHESHVAN   20 CHESHVAN 21 CHESHVAN  22 CHESHVAN 

8 KISLEV 
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But instead of recognizing the error of their ways, opponents of the compromise such as former Israeli 
chief rabbi Shlomo Amar have doubled down. He stated that proponents of the agreement were “Like Holocaust 
deniers” and that “They don’t have Yom Kippur or Shabbat but they want to pray [at the Western Wall]. But no 
one thinks they want to pray, they want to desecrate the holy.”  

Rabbi Amar, before you accuse others of desecrating the holy, remember that those who live in glass 
houses should not throw stones. During this penitential season instead of castigating your fellow Jew, why not 
reflect on the fact that pressuring the government to renege on its word is a violation of Halacha (Jewish law).   

Now I want to address those who feel betrayed. While we have already validated those feelings, we ask 
you to think long and hard about “rethinking” your relationship with Israel, which needs your support. Less than 
three quarters of a century ago one third of world Jewry was wiped out. Look to your right and left and imagine 
that one of those two people sitting next to you was not there. If there had been a state of Israel, then many of 
those we recite Yizkor for today would have been saved. It is estimated that, if not for the Holocaust, the world’s 
Jewish population would be 32 million instead of 13 million now, according to demographics professor Sergio 
Della Pergola. There would be no empty seats here today. 

While the Holocaust may seem like ancient news to many, let me share some current pieces of news with 
you: 

 
Item 1: Seventy-two years after the Holocaust ended, in many quarters in Europe one can again be openly 
anti-Semitic without fear of being shunned. The British opposition Labor party is led by MP Jeremy 
Corbyn, who is known for his avowed admiration for Hezbollah and Hamas, and at Labor’s annual 
conference anti-Israel activist Mike Peled said that people should be allowed to express skepticism about 
the Holocaust. Though we are blessed to live in America, which has welcomed us with open arms, we 
dare not forget that Israel is needed as a safe haven for Jews residing elsewhere. If you walk the streets of 
Netanya, the language you may hear being spoken is French, because for years Jews have been fleeing 
France for the safety of Israel. This is particularly ironic being that Jewish “emancipation” was born in 
France.  
 
Item 2: This one hits closer to home. Faculty and students run wild across many institutions of higher 
learning demonizing and delegitimizing Israel while championing the Boycotting, Divestment and 
Sanctioning (BDS) of Israel. In light of this, it is not surprising that support for Israel has decreased 27 
percent over the last 10 years among college students, according to the Brand Israel Group. If this trend 
continues, we should not expect our next generation of political leaders and activists to be as supportive 
of Israel as our current ones.  
 
Item 3: In Charlottesville Neo-Nazis and the KKK held a march which ended in the loss of life, and the 
president’s condemnation of the hate groups left much to be desired. While I am not prepared to suggest 
that the president is personally sympathetic to these hate groups, it is truly disturbing that his lack of 
clarity in denouncing them was likely due to a desire not to offend supporters of these groups because of 
the political clout they now possess.  
 
Item 4: This past May 2, which happened also to be Israel Independence Day, the United Nations 
Educational, Science and Cultural Organization (UNESCO) passed a resolution claiming the Old City of 
Jerusalem (which is where the Western Wall is located) is “occupied territory.” What Chutzpah! If that’s 
not outrageous enough, in June the United Nations Relief and Works Agency for Palestine Refugees 
(UNRWA) issued a picture of a girl identified as “Aya” claiming she had suffered from Israel’s blockade 
of Gaza. It turns out she’s not from Gaza but Syria. Israel and the Jewish people are fighting enemies who 
have no shame. 
 
Item 5: Iran has provided its proxy Hezbollah with 150,000 rockets and missiles that can reach Israel. 
Furthermore, the Islamic Republic, which may very well obtain a nuclear bomb in the not too distant 
future, continues proclaiming that Israel is a “one bomb problem.” 

   
History and contemporary events remind us of the dangers of being a stateless people that lacks political 

(Continued from page 2) Rabbi Saks’ message 

(Continued on page 14) 
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power. We maintain political power in two ways—by becoming politically active in the nations of which we 
are citizens and by ensuring the survival of Israel. Since withdrawing support from Israel is not in the interest 
of any Jew, what do those who feel “betrayed” do? Rabbi Mitchell Wohlberg of Baltimore explained that just 
because he has a disagreement with his wife doesn’t mean that he stops talking to her. Rather they work 
through it. Likewise, do not disengage from Israel; you will marginalize yourselves at a time when there is 
hope. The Israeli Supreme Court recently called on the government to either reinstate the agreement or explain 
why the state should not be forced to honor the deal. Rabbi Wohlberg did add that he will not support Yeshivot 
in Israel that do not treat him as an equal, but he does give to those that do.  Give to Israeli organizations that 
champion your values. Become active in American Jewish organizations that lobby on behalf of a strong U.S. 
Israel alliance and consider joining Delaware’s delegation at the AIPAC conference in March. And for the sake 
of the Jewish people, do not cut off your nose to spite your face and contemplate withdrawing support from 
institutions which are essential to the wellbeing of Israel such as its hospitals and El Al. In fact, you can support 
Hadassah and demonstrate your love and appreciation for Ann Jaffe by joining us in November as she is being 
honored with the Ashet Chayel (Woman of Valor) award by our local Hadassah chapter in November. You can 
also invest in Israel tonight by buying an Israel Bond.  

Let’s conclude by noting that according to rabbinic tradition King David composed Ashrei while fleeing 
from his son Avshalom who sought to depose him as king. Why would David write a psalm praising G-d at this 
time? You would expect him to compose a psalm calling out to G-d for aid. David realized that his son’s coup 
was divine retribution for his sin with Bat Sheva. Just as a teenager would rather have a parent admonish him 
instead of kicking him out of the house telling him that he is now on his own, David preferred to have G-d stay 
engaged and actively punish him rather than simply abandon him. Why, because he realized the importance of 
maintaining the relationship. 

You can be angry at the Israeli government’s decision; every relationship has its ups and downs. But do 
not sever the relationship and turn your back on your brothers and sisters in Israel unless you are willing to 
abandon your family and live with the inevitably disastrous consequences.     

Am Yisrael Chai  

(Continued from page 13) Rabbi Saks’ message 

 

Bell-Kursh Library  
 
Once again, we are pleased to inform you that two more new books have arrived at our 
library for your reading pleasure: 
 
"The Last Jew: a Novel of the Spanish Inquisition"  by Noah Gordon.  
 Yonah Toledano,  the son of a celebrated silversmith, who has seen his father and 
brother die during the Inquisition, is determined to honor  the memory of his family by 
remaining a Jew. 
 
"The Orphan's Tale" by Pam Jenoff.  This book of fiction is a powerful story of friendship, which introduces two powerful 
women and their harrowing stories of sacrifice and survival. 
 
Please do take advantage of the wonderful collection of books in our shul library! 
 
 

Ella and Marty Zukoff 
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WHAT'S COOKING IN YOUR KITCHEN? 

   

This is the Shofar coming to you before Thanksgiving.  Of course, everyone has 
their favorite recipes that their families look forward to enjoying at this holiday 
dinner.  I know the favorite at our house growing up was my mother's carrot ring, 
my grandmothers gefilte fish and kishka and my father’s stuffing for the turkey.  I 
learned to make stuffing from him and have been making it for years.  On occasion I would find a 
recipe in a magazine and try something different.  My husband loves it with cranberries, apples, and 
pecans.  Our family liked it with sautéed, chopped pieces of chicken liver. My step daughter was raised 
in an Italian home and loves sausage.  That is not happening!   Although, one year I browned some 
ground turkey with fennel and garlic and she was happy with the flavors.  All the stuffing variations are 
delicious.  My job was to find out who did not like chicken liver or mushrooms to please everyone.  
  
When I cook this year, I am going to use a recipe given to me by one of my employees. She is 
southern and quite a good cook.  What I like about this recipe is the fact that it incorporates sweet 
potatoes.  Maybe I can eliminate that dish this year since they will be in the stuffing. 
  
Sweet Potato Stuffing 
  
12 pieces of a white grain bread cut into 1/2-inch cubes to equal about 7 cups 
1 Tablespoon olive oil 
3/4 cup of chopped onion 
1 can kosher chicken broth 
large sweet potato -peeled and cut into 1/2-inch cubes 
1/2 cup chopped celery 
 1/2 cup dried sweetened cranberries 
 1 Tablespoon dried sage (I use fresh) 
1/4 teaspoon thyme  
1/4 teaspoon pepper 
  
Bake cubes of bread on a cookie sheet until brown. 
  
In a skillet heat oil. Sauté onion and celery. 
  
Mix in with bread crumbs.  Add rest of ingredients and bake in a greased casserole at 350 degrees till 
it is golden brown. 
  
If you prefer to stuff in your turkey, you might want to use a stuffing sock.  You can purchase them at 
Bed, Bath and Beyond.  It will then pick up the flavor of your seasoned turkey.  An additional note for 
flavor and something I do when I bake stuffing in a casserole is to cut pieces of the turkey skin from the 
neck of the bird and place them on top of the stuffing.  Season with salt, pepper and paprika and bake 
uncovered till browned and crispy.  The flavor of the turkey skin sinks into the stuffing, but the calories 
and cholesterol might prevent you from trying this little trick.  
  
My mom-mom used to tell me. "If you put good stuff in, good food will come out”.  There is everything 
in this harvest style stuffing for it not to be good. 
 
I hope you have a wonderful holiday and spend time with your family and friends.  There is much to be 
thankful for. 
 

Until next time     …   Meryl 



SHOFAR       17 NOVEMBER,  2017 

 

Received during the month of September,  2017 
 

IN MEMORY OF 
Joel Glazier:  
 Helen & Paula Gordon; Lewis Shapiro 
Alexander Mulch, Son of Aurelia Simon:  
Lewis Shapiro 
Linda Popper, Daughter of Rosalie & Peter 
Popper:  Cafe Tamar Participants 

 
MAZEL TOV 

 

Amy & Michael Leviton on Jillian's 
Engagement:  Ella, Marty & Ed Zukoff 
Barbara & Joel Roisman, on your new home:  
Dianne & Jeff Seidel 
Judy & Len Seltzer, on your Retirement:  
Howard, Deborah, Nathan & Eva Stromwasser 
Rhonda & Jim Lehr, on your new home:   
Gloria Brown ( Mom)  
Lanny & Marsha Golden, on the Birth of a 
Grandchild:  Bob & Ellen Meyer 
Deb & Mel Zussman, on Sarah's Engagement:  
Faith & Lou Brown 
Avi Ini on your Birthday:  
 Judy & Howard Berlin 
Loretta & Ahron Augenbraun, on your   
Wedding Anniversary:  Judy & Howard Berlin 
Irene & Richard Plotzker, on your  40th 
Wedding Anniversary: Judy & Howard Berlin 
Lolly & Kevin Gross, on the birth of your 
grandson:  Rhonda & Jim Lehr; The Schoenberg 
Family; Libby Plafker; the Zukoffs 
Josh & Gina Schoenberg, on the birth of a 
daughter:  Libby Plafker; Lolly & Kevin Gross 
Barbara Schoenberg, on the birth of a 
granddaughter:   
Dianne & Jeff Seidel; Lolly & Kevin Gross 
Bea Hirshout on the Birth of a  
Great-Granddaughter:   
Dianne and Jeff Seidel; Lolly & Kevin Gross 
Gladys Gewirtz on the Birth of a Great-
Grandson:  Lolly & Kevin Gross 
Ella & Marty Zukoff, on your  60th Wedding 
Anniversary:  
 Judy & Howard Berlin; David Falk 
Jeff Seidel, on your Retirement:  
Sylvia & Mark Wagman 
Gladys Gewirtz, on your Birthday: 
 Shirley Fisch; Lolly & Kevin Gross  

 

YAHRZEIT 
 

Abraham Piha:  Huguette & Rex Piha  
Harvey Brown, Husband:  Gloria Brown  
Anna Griff, Loving Mom & Bubbe:   
Cabelli Family 
Erica Goldberg:  Gail Kritz 
Irvin & Gladys Citron, Brother- and Sister-
in-Law:  Helen Gordon 
Sylvia and Julius Gordon, Grandparents:  
Estera, Zelda & Paula Gordon 
Sara Menkes Kauffman:  
 Cynthia Kauffman & Family 
Rose Perlson Cohn:  Selma Barshay 
Isadore Greenberg, Father:  Lolly Gross  
Leo Sirkin, Father:  Sally Levine 
Isadore Greenberg:  Sharon & Jerome Smith 
Albert Schwartz:  Howard Schwartz 
Mary Zemble, Aunt:  Sandy Concors 
Peter Sandrowitz:  Peter Goldfinger 

 
                                                          
      REFUAH SHLAYMAH 
       (SPEEDY RECOVERY) 
 

Mollie Epstein:  Sylvia & Mark Wagman 
Art Moss:  Sylvia & Mark Wagman 
Michael Feingold:  Ella, Marty & Ed Zukoff 
Rhonda Lehr:  Dianne & Jeff Seidel 

 
 

Thank you for a most inspiring 1st day of 
Rosh Hashanah Service:  Joseph Brown 
Bell-Kursh Library Fund:  Samuel Kursh 
 

EDITORS NOTE: 
 
The October YAHRZEIT contribution listing  
from Rhonda and Jim Lehr misspelled Harvey 
Brown, Rhonda’s father.  The Editor regrets 
the error.  

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

     

 

Yahrzeit of  
 

Samuel Shapiro 
 

Bella S. Granite 

 

Yahrzeit of our  

Beloved Mother 

Pauline Shapiro 

  Lewis & Jonathan Shapiro 

 

 
 In Appreciation of  

 
 

Rabbi's Class 
 
 

  Michael Williams 
  

Yahrzeit of  
Father & Grandfather 

 

Abraham H. Citron 
Helen Gordon & Daughters 

In Memory of  
 

Nathan Plafker 
 

The Baruch Family 
   The Greenberg Family 

 
 

In Honor of those  
 

wonderful men in the  
 High Holiday Choir 

 
 

  Eileen Cohen 

   

  Josh & Gina Schoenberg,  
on the birth of a daughter, 

 
Miriam 

 
Love, Bubbie (Barbara 

Schoenberg) 

      

Judy and Len Seltzer 
 
 

For Hosting Rabbi & Cantor 
at their home the JCC trial 

Shabbat weekend 
 
   

Jonathan Jaffe 

YOM KIPPUR  
BREAK THE FAST 

 
 

Arnold Klein 
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Speedy Recovery 

Refuah Shlaimah. Good wishes 
and prayers for a complete  
recovery to: 
 
 

 

June Kleban 
 

Mollie Epstein-Makar 
 
 

May the Lord our G-d send a  
perfect healing from heaven to all 

his sick children. Amen. 

November 
Anniversaries 

6 
7 
8 

12 
20 
26 
29 

Barbara & Neal Cohn 
Dianne and Jeffrey Seidel 
Sandy Rosen & Maurice Linett 
Lolly & Kevin Gross 
Rebecca & Jerry Heisler 
Eleanor & Mark Weinglass 
Joy & Leonard Davis 

Special Anniversaries 

   7   Linda & Noah Schreiber 
 15 Shay & Neil Rosen 

November 
 Birthdays 

1 
 
4 
7 
8 
9 
 

11 
14 
15 

 
16 

 
17 
19 
20 

 
23 
26 
28 

 
 

Bradford L. Glazier 
John A. Elzufon 
Alexander J. Vega 
Michael Weiss 
Clara L. Mattes 
Richard Gordon 
Joseph S. Concors 
Faith Brown 
Debra R. Zussman 
Deborah J. Stromwasser 
Howard Schwartz 
Barbara J. Cohn 
Lillian Cabelli 
Bernice H. Tomases 
Mark Lewittes 
Thomas Murphree 
Ella S. Zukoff 
Eric L. Levin 
Bobby Miller 
Seymour R. Weinstein 

Special Birthdays 

Peter Kopolovic 
Mario Castillo 
Gerald C. Turnauer 
Maurice J. Linett 
Tatyana Pyanina 
Cynthia J. Slomowitz 
Jacob Weiner 

3 
9 

10 
14 
17 

 
27 

Is your birthday in  
November 
 
Come and join us at our 
monthly birthday  
Celebration, 
November 4,  2017 
and enjoy our  
delicious birthday cake. 
 
Donations appreciated.  

Mazal Tov 

 
 

 

● Gina & Josh Schoenberg 
upon the birth of their 
daughter Miriam Allyn and 
to big sister Sophie, 
grandmother Barbara 
Schoenberg and great-
grandmother Bea Hirshout. 
 
 
● Wendy & Phil Shlossman 
upon the birth of their 
granddaughter, Avery Rose. 
 
 

 
 
 
 

Won the lottery 

 

Purchased 
AKSE gift 
card 
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 NOVEMBER YAHRZEITS  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 

21 
Ethel Gottlieb 

Samuel Wasserman 
22 

Bernard Bank  
Benjamin Slutsky 

23 
Jacob Kovner  

Evsey Yampolsky  
24 

Henry Adelman  
Isadore Fisch  

Rafael Goldberg  
Morton Golder  

26 
Berdye Greenwald Feingold  

Amelia Glazier  
Libbie Schendowich  

Sarah Shulman  
27 

Sadie Edelson  
Louis Greenberg  

Joseph Greenstein  
28 

Aaron Simon Becker  
Rose Blumberg  

Joseph J. Jacobson  
Leo Keil  

Yetta Rubin  
29 

Joseph Cohen  
Sidney Hessan  

William Plotzker 
Dr. Israel Slogoff  

30 
Rose Gainen 

Betty Kreshtool 
Pola Waserstein  

SCHOENBERG MEMORIAL CHAPEL 
In the hallowed tradition of our faith  . . . 

a dignified setting  with reverence for customs 
and observances in strict accord  

with family wishes. 
 

519 Philadelphia Pike 
762-0334 

AKSE 
Daily Service Times: 

Sunday 
8:00 a.m.  

Monday,Tuesday,Thursday 
7:00 a.m. & 5:30 p.m. 
Wednesday 5:30 p.m. 

 
Friday Evening 

6:00 p.m. 
 

Community Minyan 
Wednesdays 

7:30 a.m. at Beth Shalom 
Fridays 

7:30 a.m. at AKSE  
Excluding Rosh Chodesh and 

other special days.  
 

Shabbat  
Services at 9:00 a.m. 

 
SEE CALENDAR for 
Mincha Ma’ariv times. 

HOLIDAY TIMES MAY 
DIFFER. 

 

1 

Harry Moses 

Anna Levine 

2 

Anne Drucker  

Murray Esbitt  

Samuel B. Fischer  

Joan Beitman Gold  

Lou Goorland  

Mollie Weinstein  

3 

Charles Moss  

Dorothy Racher  

Myra Tocker 

4 

Marion Brenner 

Leo Hirschhorn 

5 

Bella Chanin  
Albert Kaye  
Jules Segal  

6 
Sidney Kirshner 
Leslie Heisler 

7 
Anna Sikora 

Philip Director 
8 

Julius Gordon  
Reuben Levy  
Julie Powers  

9 
Helen Ainbinder  

Irving Berger  
Ester Moscovic 
David Weinberg  

 

 

10 
Irving Fishman  

Ethel Schendowich  
11 

Abraham Bloom  
Sidney Jacobs  

12 
Isadore Erdman 

Herman Feldman  
Morris Goldstein 

Mark Haber  
Mark Sobel  

13 
Miriam Brodinsky Gish  
Sophie Kessel Jacobs  

Julius Turnauer  
Sophie Weiman  

14 
Harold Mickey Bronstein  

Mollie Rosenfeld  
Julius S. Wahl  

15 
Anna J Sklut 
Tillie Wellin 

16 
David Ini 

Harriet Bleier 
Manette Newstat 
Samuel Tolpin 

17 
Charles Clingman  

Harold Kruger  
Goldie Silverstein 

18 
Nettie Panitz 

Philip Genevitz  
Sandford Sugarman  

20 
Sidney Levin 

 

 

PLEASE NOTE:Yahrzeit dates 

listed represent the English dates 

which correspond to the Hebrew 

dates of death. 

Note: Daylight Saving 
Time ends Sunday 
morning, November 5.  
 
Thanksgiving day 
minyan will be at 9 
am, and there will be 
no afternoon minyan.  
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BOSCOV’S 

Ala Carte 
CATERING SERVICE 

 

From a small, intimate gourmet dinner 
to a banquet for several hundred . . . 

from a cocktail party to a formal dinner . . . 
Boscov’s A La Carte makes entertaining easy. 

We’ll bring the party to you . . . 
or prepare it in your kitchen, if you prefer . . . 

perfectly tailored to your specifications, 
and very affordably priced. 

 

The best party you ever gave 
is just a phone call away. 

610-370-3718 

HARRIET JACOBS 
 

R e a l t o r  
Home 302 655 5600               Direct Dial 576 6816 

Residential Real Estate 
3711 Kennett Pk. Ste. 130 
Greenville, Delaware 
19807 
Office 302 429 4500 
E-mail  Hjacobs@psre.com 
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ADAS KODESCH SHEL EMETH 
4412 WASHINGTON BLVD. 
WILMINGTON, DELAWARE 19802-1226 

 Bayshore Ford 21 

 Harriet Jacobs Realtor 20 

 Boscov’s Catering Service 20 

 Schoenberg Memorial Chapel 19 

 ShopRite 20 

  AKSE FAMILY NEWS  18 

  CALENDARS AND SCHEDULES  

 AKSE Calendar   NOVEMBER 12 

 Daily Service Times 19 

 EVENTS, ANNOUNCEMENTS, ETC.                                     

    BIRTHDAY KIDDUSH NOVEMBER                                 18 

    BELL KURSH LIBRARY UPDATE                                   14                    

    BREAK THE FAST PHOTOS                                            5 

 DONATIONS 17 

 EMMANUEL DINING ROOM REMINDER 8 

 GLADYS GEWIRTZ CORRESPONDENCE 7 

 MAINTENANCE AVAILABILITY UPDATE 6 

 MEN’S CLUB BREAKFAST 3 

 OFFICE HOURS—NEW SCHEDULE 6 

 PRESIDENT’S LETTER 1 

 RABBI’S LETTER 2,13,14 

 PARSHA & PIZZA NOTICE 3 

 SHOE RECYCLE DONATION REMINDER 15 

 
SISTERHOOD INFO: CALENDAR, BREAK THE 
FAST DONATION LIST AND THANK YOU 

4 

 SUCCAH BUILDING PHOTOS 9,10,11 

 TORAH READER AND RABBI SAKS SCHEDULE 8 

 THANK YOU LETTER RE SUCCAH BUILDING 9 

 WHAT’S COOKING IN YOUR KITCHEN 16 

 WOMEN’S SIMCHAT TORAH PARTICIPANT PHOTO 4 

 
YAHRZEITS      NOVEMBER 
    

19 

   

DEADLINE FOR DECEMBER SHOFAR   

IS NOVEMBER 15, 2017 

Submissions due ON or BEFORE the DEADLINE in order to publish the 

Shofar in a timely fashion. Only items submitted on time can be 

guaranteed inclusion in the Shofar (subject to editorial discretion).  

Submissions MUST be in WRITING! Email to shofar@akse.org  or mail, 

Fax or hand deliver to the synagogue office. 

 
Have you been to the  

 website recently? 
 
 
 
  

www.akse.org 

 
 

 Updated daily with current info  
and news for you! 

Did you know?  
 

UTILIZING GIFT CARDS FROM AKSE 
RAISES MONEY FOR OUR SYNAGOGUE 
AT NO COST AND WITHOUT  
INCONVENIENCE TO YOU.  
 

SUPERMARKETS AND 
WALGREENS 
 

PLEASE CALL AKSE OFFICE  
302 762 2705 FOR DETAILS 
 

http://www.akse.org

