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(Continued on page 3) 
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ADAS KODESCH  
SHEL EMETH 

 

4412 Washington Blvd. 
Wilmington, DE 19802-1226 

 

Synagogue Office (302) 762-2705 
E-mail to office@akse.org 
FAX (302) 762-3236 

AKSE Website  www.akse.org 
 

Steven Saks, Rabbi 

Yehoshua Redfern, Cantor 
 

OFFICERS 
Jonathan Jaffe,  President 

 

Max Rosenberg, Executive VP 
 

Marty Zukoff, Acting VP Finance 
 

Harriet Ainbinder 
VP Education 

 

Vivian Goldberg 
VP Religious Affairs 

 

Wendy Shlossman, VP Administration 
 

 Kerry Shweiki, VP Facilities 
 

Lena Elzufon & Dianne Seidel 
VP Membership 

Mark Wagman, VP Community Affairs 
 

Awaiting Volunteer 
VP Ways & Means 

 

Jeff Seidel, Treasurer 
 
 

Eleanor Weinglass Secretary 
 

Dan Berry & Len Seltzer 
 

Menôs Club Presidents 
 

Sylvia Wagman 
 

Sisterhood Advisor 
 
 

STAFF 
Sharon Marshall, Office Manager  

Arlene Mac Laren, Office Assistant 

Kathleen Taylor, Bookkeeper 

 

Cliff Packer,  

Charles Wiley 
Maintenance 

The Shofar is published 11 months: 
September through July/August. 

 

Jonathan Jaffe, Shofar Editor 
E-mail to shofar@akse.org 

Why am I spending all this time praying when I could 
be playing?  

Rosh Hashana Day 1, 5774  
Rabbi Steven Saks  

 
 

      The heavenly powers decide to destroy the earth via flood. One 

human is warned of the upcoming deluge and is commanded to build 

a ship. The man fills  the ship with his family members, as well as wild 

and domesticated animals. The man sends forth a dove which returns 
to the ship. The man then sends forth a raven which does not return 

to the ship. After  this the man releases all the animals and upon 

leaving the ship offers a sacrifice. Who is this man? Before answering, 

listen   to  the   next   part  . 

      The gods gather like flies over the sacrificial meat hoping for a cut 

to eat. After much debate the man is admitted to the council of the 
gods. Obviously, this is not Noah. Noah only had one G -d, a G -d that 

does not need to be fed or bribed by humans. This man is 

Utnapishtim, who is referred to as the Noah of the Babylonian epic of 

Gil g a m e s h . 

      Though the details of the biblical flood account and the Babylonian 
account are strikingly similar, the lessons of the two accounts are not. 

According to the biblical account, G -d is concerned with justice. The 

one and only all -powerful G -d flooded the world because he needed to 

remake the world,  for the world in its pre -flood state had become full 

of Chamas  (violence).  According to the Babylonian account, the  gods 

need to be provided for by humans. According to Greek mythology (as 
related in the play, òThe Birds,ó by Aristophanes), humans could even 

form an embargo against the gods by refusing to send up sacrificial 

food, subjecting the gods to starvation. On the other hand, humans 

could obtain divine favor by feeding the gods. In other words, sacrifice 

was a quid pro quo, or bribery, in an attempt to gain divine favor. In 

fact, the ancients did not believe that religion and morality were 
related. Morality was a philosophical matter, while religion was a tool 

used to manipulate and gain favor from the gods.  

      Now let me ask you a question. Are we not doing the same thing by 

praying to G -d? Are we not trying to barter with or bribe G -d for favor 

by praising him? We bless G -d over and over again:  
 

Blessed are you, G -d who -- 
Resurrects the dead  
Heals the sick  
Blesses his people Israel with peace  
 
Then, after buttering up G -d, we demand:  

 

Our father, our king, inscribe us in the book of good life.  

 

It sounds like bribery, but it is not. We do not believe that the lord, 
Koneh Shamayim Haõaretz (the maker of the heavens and earth) is in 

need of our praises. So what are we doing here in shul? We had  better 

figure it out because over Rosh Hashanah and Yom Kippur we will be 

spending upwards of 27 hours praying to G -d. Think about all the 

things you can do with an extra 27 hours over the next ten days. You 

could be at work saving your vacation days for something else, you 
could be shopping, doing household chores, but yet, you are here 

praying. Why? Whatõs the point of praying to G-d if he is not in need of 
(Continued on page 9) 
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Please join your fellow Congregants in recognizing our honorees by making a contribution 
 to "endow" their honors.  A special booklet distributed at High Holiday services will list 
 all contributors ($25 minimum) for each honoree.  Please return the form below to the  
AKSE office by September 22 to ensure that your name is included in the special leaflet. 

 

(Continued from page 1) 

ENDOWED HONOR CONTRIBUTION FOR 2016 (5777) 
(minimum $25 per honoree listing, with a combined listing for Rabbi and Anne) 

Rabbi Steven and Anne Saks (1st Day Rosh Hashanah)                                                    Ϸψψψψψψψψψψψψψ 
 
Irene Plotzker (2nd Day Rosh Hashanah)                                                                               Ϸψψψψψψψψψψψψψ 
 
 

¢h¢![                                                                                                                            Ϸψψψψψψψψψψψ 
 
Your Name _______________________________________________________________ 
 (exactly as you wish it to appear in the listings; for example, Mr. and Mrs. Joseph Cohen)  
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AKSE SISTERHOOD INVITES YOU TO SEND 
SWEET NEW YEAR GREETINGS  

TO FRIENDS & RELATIVES NATIONWIDE 

 
Send an eight ounce jar of pure honey, certified Kosher by the Orthodox 
Union, to friends and family anywhere in the US for only $10.  The honey 
arrives with a personalized card just in time for Rosh Hashanah.  
   

Go to http://rhhoney.com/, click on shop online at top and then order honey.  Enter the 
number of bottles that you wish to order & then click on Add to cart.  After you click on 
View Cart, add the coupon code AKSE10, then click on Apply Coupon and scroll down 
to ensure that you are paying just $10 per jar.  

Once you proceed to checkout, you will be able to enter the addresses and gift 
messages for each bottle you are ordering. 

2016 Rosh Hashanah orders start shipping September 1. You can order at any time; 
however, to ensure that your order will arrive by Rosh Hashanah, you will need to place 
your order on the website by September 16, 2016. During checkout you can even 
specify when you want your order to ship. 

 

If you do not have internet access, we can place the order for you.  Please send the 
following information along with a check to AKSE Sisterhood for $10 for each bottle 
ordered:    From:            To:        Address of each recipient 

http://rhhoney.com/
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SELICHOT SERVICES 
Saturday, September 24, 2016 

Pre-Selichot Dialogue                                10:00 PM 
Refreshments                                          10:30 PM 
Selichot Services                                    11:00 PM 

 

MEMORIAL SERVICES 
Sunday, September 25, 2016 

AKSE Section, Jewish Community Cemetery  1:00 PM 
 

EREV (FIRST EVENING OF) ROSH HASHANAH 
Sunday, October 2,  2016 

Mincha/Maôariv Service                           6:00 PM 
Candle Lighting                                    6:32 PM 

 

FIRST DAY OF ROSH HASHANAH 
Monday, October 3, 2016 

Birchot Hashachar                                    8:00 AM 
Shacharit                                                    8:30 AM 
Torah Service                                            9:30 AM 
Awarding of Endowed Honors             10:15 AM 
Sounding of the Shofar                           10:45 AM 
Sermon  : ñ Why be Jewish?ò                11:10 AM                            
Musaf Service                                          11:30 AM 
       Youth Services  11:30 AM - 12:45 PM 
Mincha Service                                         6:00 PM 
Tashlich                                                     6:30 PM 
Maôariv Service                                         7:00 PM 
Candle Lighting after                            7:21 PM 

 

SECOND DAY OF ROSH HASHANAH 
Tuesday, October 4, 2016 

Birchot Hashachar                                   8:00 AM 
Shacharit                                                   8:30 AM 
Torah Service                                           9:30 AM 
Awarding of Endowed Honors            10:15 AM 
Sounding of the Shofar                          10:45 AM 
Sermon   : ñJews should not  be     
         aloneò                                      11:10 AM 
Musaf Service                                          11:30 AM 
       Youth Services  11:30 AM - 12:45 PM 
Mincha/Maôariv Service                          6:30 PM 
Havdallah                                            7:20 PM 

HIGH HOLIDAY SCHEDULE  
5777-2016 

 

FAST OF GEDALIA 
Wednesday, October  5,  2016 

Fast begins 5:50 AM  and concludes at           7:07 PM 
Shacharit                                                         7:00 AM 
Mincha/Maôariv Service                                     5:30 PM 
 

EREV (EVENING OF) YOM KIPPUR 
Tuesday, October, 11,  2016 

Candle Lighting before                                6:09 PM 
Fast begins                                                  6:27 PM 
Kol Nidre                              PROMPTLY at 6:15 PM 
 

YOM KIPPUR 
Wednesday, October 12, 2016 

Birchot Hashachar                                   8:00 AM 
Shacharit                                                   8:30 AM 
Torah Service                                         10:00 AM 
Sermon  : ñTo be Announcedò              11:00 AM            
        Youth Services                 11:30 AM - 12:45 PM 
Yizkor Memorial Service                        11:45 AM 
Musaf Service                                         12:30 PM 
 

Rabbiôs Teach-In                                     3:00 PM 
Mincha Service                                         4:40 PM 
Neôilah                                                        5:40 PM 
Sounding of the Shofar &  
   Maôariv Service                                      6:55 PM 
Break the Fast                                          7:07 PM  
    Please see page 9 for details on Break the Fast 
at AKSE  
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   Bell -Kursh  Library  
 
Many of our AKSE ladies are also members of the Hadassah Book Group.  We are pleased to inform you that the 
following books, which were voted on by the group, have now arrived in our library and are ready for circulation: 
 
Fiction: 
 
I AM Forbidden by Anouk Markovits 
An Officer and a Spy by Robert Harris 
The Mathematician's Shiva by Stuart Rojstaczer 
Between Friends by Amos Oz 
Rising Sun Falling Shadows by Daniel Kalla 
 
Non-Fiction: 
 
A Backpack, A Bear and Eight Crates of Vodka by Lev Golinkin 
The Notorious RBG by Irin Carmon and Shana Knizhnik 
The Bus on Jaffa Road by Mike Kelly 
                                    
Please note that our library already has Number Our Days by Barbara Myerhoff 
 and Doomed to Succeed by Dennis Ross, which are also among the books chosen by the group. 
 
We remain so grateful to Sam Kursh for his generous support of the Bell-Kursh Library. 
 

See you at the library!       Ella and Marty Zukoff 

RABBI SAKS TO BE HONORED AT ZOA GALA  
THURSDAY, SEPTEMBER 15TH 

 
Yasher Koach to Rabbi Saks for being named the 
Guardian of Israel awardee at the upcoming Gala of 
the Greater Philadelphia Chapter of the Zionist 
Organization of America.  The Gala will take place on 

Thursday, September 15th at the Hilton Philadelphia on City Avenue.  An 
invitation with a return card & a return envelope was mailed to all members in August.   

ZOA is offering a generous discount to AKSE members only for Gala tickets at $118 each 
(rather than $180).   The $180 admission fee on the return card is crossed out & replaced with 
these words, ñ$118 per SFò, the initials of Steve Feldman, Director of the Philly ZOA office, 
who approved the discount.   The deadline for ads has passed, so you should ignore the 
information on the return card about purchasing an ad.  

 Please consider joining your fellow members & show your support for our rabbi by 
attending the Gala.  It should be an enjoyable & inspiring event.  Tables will be reserved for 
AKSE members.  As usual, for these types of events, you wonôt actually receive tickets; instead, 
your name will be placed on a list of paid attendees.  If you donôt drive, or you have questions, 
contact Marty Zukoff at 478-4734 or email him at martyzukoff@gmail.com.    Donôt wait for the 
September 7th deadline to send in your return card & payment because this annual event has 
frequently sold out.  

 

Marty Zukoff    Chair, AKSE ZOA Gala Committee               

mailto:martyzukoff@gmail.com

