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FIRST CONGREGATI ON

U An evening of learning at the Seventh Annu:

] AKSE ACADEMY

Saturday,lbla20ha®y360: @On at A

Open to the community! I

6: 00 Registration and schmoozin
6: 30 Fi ricth onesss iomre

Psychiatry, Judaism and a Search for Me

My Experience with Birthright: The Hard

SI omowi t z)

7: 15 Snacking and schmoozing

7: 35 Seconmcthonsesionr

Growing up Jewish in Heimische Cuba (Ai

Casablanca and Barcelona (Sophie Longwi l

How Kosher is Your Horoscope? Astrology

(l'rene Plotzker)

8: 20 More snacking and schmoozi

8: 40 Thi radh csoesses | come

The Many Ways of Being Jewish (Mel Zuss

The Sages' Guide to Computerized Medi ci
Still a bargain at $12 ($10 i
Preregister (op2ir6bBab)y bendahigi ag

Adas Kodesch at 4412 Washington B
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The Syrian Refugees & the Torah:
Beyond the Knee Jerk Reactions
Parshat Miketz/ Chanukah 5776
ADAS KODESCH We have repeatedly seen comparisons made between
SHEL EMETH |/|the Syrian refugees and refugees from the Holocaust who
4412 Washi ngt/qwereBnbtvgiven asylum. As Jews, we have known since well
Wi I mi ngtonl2D&E HofyR e Holocaust what it is like to be an outsider. Right in
Synagogu80ooy7dsehe Parsha we are told: oThe E
Emai bff o ce @ak pgdd @ith Ghe Hebrews it being an abomination to the
FAXC%OZBZB@Z. anséo Gen . 43:32) . Sti |l
Del a V\(/agroez_)gceéjzrgrgu ni ﬁqu ard %th fdérdY as eglg'eﬂc%d by the reemergence of anti -
AKSE Website v PEmitisp g i gqrc(}pe and the demonization of Israel.
St evenrabaks Furthermore, according to the Talmud (Baba Metsia 59b), the
Yehoshua, Rmaf e{ferah warns us 36 times not to wrong a stranger and at
Gai |l Wekduletrigonall|t iDineesct @ x pl ai ns that the reason
OFEI CERS were strangers in Egypt. I am
Jonat hawmresa fdéefknow what it is like to be the stranger.
Max Ros &rbceurgyle| vp SO of course we sympathize with the Syrian refugees,
. _ whose plight is heartbreaking. In fact, over 1,000 rabbis
Marty ZAckamfeEinangendy signed a letter that was published on the Hebrew
Har ri et Ai nbilinfhigrant Aid Society website to urge Congress to allow the
VP Education .
o Syrian refugees to enter. But before we conclude that
\\”, vian Gol dhb Falldving the refugees in is the Jewish view, we must fully
eligious A alr . .
|| |assess the situation to the best of our abilities. We must
Wendy Shlvessdm nisbhambet that there is a crucial distinction between the
Opewh FacilitiltHolocaust refugees and the Syrian refugees. Unlike the
Lena El zufon & | [MHoanmecaGstdealefugees, todayds ref
Mar k VV\F;a g';qr;gs rrnrsnS ;] ipt world that is dominated by anti  -Western radicalism. Polling
. as repeated?y shown that many from this part of the world
A\\fvpa 'Wta 'y Sn g& \,(,lg ; rLsg pﬁoert the use of violence (in other words, terrorism) as a
Jeff  Breeiad eder |MeANS of defeating the enemy, which often refers to the U.S.,
Israel, and the West. A 2014 Pew study found that, when
El eanor Wedrneghbasssk ed whether oOsuicide bombing
Dan Berry & Lelfivelltizaps in order to defend |5
Menés Club Pres|adkentd ebanese and 32% of Pal es
Syl vi a Wag ma|iThough there were no data regarding Syria, presumably due
Sisterhood Pr es|todthe war, it is clear that we are not speaking about a few
STAFF bad apples, but about a culture that celebrates terror. While
Sharon Marisdea IMadma gast majority of these refugees are certainly not violent, it
AT ICZ': % ?Mgﬂfh' °S AP ?s rot Adtd to imagine that a small number of these refugees
Cl i f fop g Cekeejr may engage in terror activities against the U.S. if given the
Charles Wille 9pportun|ty to enter the country.
Maintenanece It has been suggested that we vet the refugees before
Thehofsarpubl i shedhey aremalpweds to enter. Sounds great, but how?
Sept embedut ynt.Augdntoiunately, they come from a country ruled by a
Jonathadsha&8Tf g |®eciopathic dictator struggling to keep power amidst a civil
E-mai Ishtod ar @a k| gwar, the mformation needed to do a sufficient background
check may be impossible to obtain because of the
circumstances on the ground. It is not as if we are going to
(Conti nué)
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ff:\\ Jewish Federation

OF DELAWARE

Federa,tlo
Shabbat (@

4412 Washington Blvd.

A~ Wilmington, DE 19802
ADAS

. FRIDAY, JANUARY 29, 2016

EMETH

PJLIBRARY SHABBAT PROGRAM @5:30 PM
JOIN OUR STATE-WIDE SYNAGOGUES AND

CONGREGATIONS FROM WILMINGTON, NEWARK, DOVER COMMUNITY KOSHER SHABBAT DINNER @6:15 PM
AND REHOBOTH BEACH AT ADAS KODESCH SHEL EMETH.
SHARE THE RUACH AT FEDERATION SHABBAT! SHABBAT SERVICES WITH ONEG TO FOLLOW @7:30 PM

KOSHER BUFFET DINNER IS $25/PER ADULT AND $18/CHILD WITH A MAXIMUM $75 PER FAMILY (VEGETARIAN UPON REQUEST)

REGISTER ONLINE @ SHALOMDELAWARE.ORG/FEDSHABBAT
BY FRIDAY, JANUARY 15,2016

FOR MORE INFORMATION, PLEASE CALL: ADAS KODESCH SHEL EMETH (3021762-2705
OR JEWISH FEDERATION OF DELAWARE (302] 427-2100

WE ARE STRONGER

T GETHER

]m, rish Iederation
ShalomDelaware.org OF DELAWARE
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(Continue@ from page
send federal agents into a war zone to do background research on these refugees.

Many in the Jewish world are of the view that regardless of the security risks the
refugees should be let in because of the biblical injunctions not to forget the stranger. That
is certainly a fair and powerful argument, but we should not forget that the Torah also
commands us to aggressively confront and defeat evil. As Moses taught, the teachings of the
Torah are onot in heaven. o6 The Torah is a boo
that contains evil. The Torah understands that in order to defeat evil the wicked must be
confronted, and that may require getting your hands dirty. After the Amalekites cowardly
attacked the weakest of the I sraelites, the |
this time they are not being commanded not to forget the plight of the stranger, but to wipe
out the memory of Amalek. In other words, part of defeating evil means defeating it on the
battlefield.

Even Lincoln, who wisely emphasized a policy of reconciliation as opposed to
retribution as the Civil War drew to a close, was willing to get his hands dirty because he
understood that winning the war was a prerequisite to reconciliation. Lincoln suspended the
right of Habeas Corpus, reasoning it was permissible to temporarily suspend a portion of
the constitution in order to save the Union, and allowed Sherman to conduct his devastating
march to the sea to ensure victory.

We must think like Lincoln and balance compassion with the need to protect our own
citizens and defeat evil. For if we do not defeat this radical perversion of Islam, the world for
Muslims and non -Muslims alike will be a darker place. In the wake of the San Bernardino
attack, |l etds remember that the reason there
magnitude of 9/11 is because of the strong counter -terrorism measures that have been
implemented. Laxity on our part will certainly be exploited by terrorists. On the other hand,
we must safeguard our American soul and not endorse the extremism of Donald Trump who
suggested that Muslims not be allowed to enter the U.S. To the best of our abilities we must
make rational distinctions and distinguish between, for example, a Muslim accountant from
Toronto who has a clean record and an individual from a part of the world that is a hot bed
of radicalism who cannot be properly vetted.

To put it another way, we want to guard not only our souls, but our bodies. We care
about doing the right thing, but we have to worry about our physical safety. The Mishna
Berurah explains that the reason why we are obligated to recite Hallel (songs of praise), but
not to have a Seudah (festive meal) on Chanukah, is because the Greeks did not seek our
physical destruction, only our spiritual destruction. Therefore, we celebrate with our
spirituality through joyful praise, as opposed to with our bodies through eating. On
Chanukah we celebrate the spiritual salvation of our souls. Yet, on Purim, we are not

obligated to say Hallel, but we are obligated to take part in a Seudah because we were
threatened with physical destruction. Therefore, we celebrate in a physical manner with our

bodi es. | f not for the physical sal vation of
have been a Jewish body or soul to save durin

the importance of security.

Therefore, though we do not want to repeat the mistakes of the past and turn away
refugees, we must consider the most recent history as well. An overly liberal immigration
policy in Europe has created an epidemic of homegrown terror. In other words, good
intentions do not guarantee good results: just ask the people of Paris, London, and Madrid.
The Syrian refugee question is a complex one, and intelligent people can disagree. | do not
know for a certainty what the right decision regarding the admittance of the refugees is, and
only time will tell. While we instinctively compare the current situation to the Holocaust, a
responsible assessment requires that we make the proper contrasts as well. Only then
should we speak out.

Kol Tuv, Rabbi Saks
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New AKSE Fundraiser
50/35/15 Raffle
Support AKSE, Gain Opportunity to Win Cash Prizes

conducti n@ura go0/l 3614 5040 C
200 r a&bfSlae M99 wrrient g DT
go t®5A@BEl, hedgiven-|o

W g

&> We plan to dra .
s@=0-t he winner sAKSE | | b
~— Sistebheakfadtr u
To purchase ticket s, e
or complete the form
Washington Boul evard, ' i ngt ofn,
AKSE 50/35/15 Raffle Ticket Order Form

$50 per Raffle Ticket
Ye s, | want to support AKSE and obtlai
Enclosed is my check for $ fqr

Name:
Street Addr ess:
City, State:

Tel ephone number:
Upon r e d
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ceip 0 er form and paymel
k et r and mail you theg
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Sisterhood Stuff

Sylvia Wagman

Sisterhood Presidentds Messa
Af t er a lovely service feat@wdbilngpedbphpbeHehjowes
Shabbat dhnhserevening would not have been possji
Rhonda Shul man took on the | eadership rDilaennteo
came in during the week to set up the room €k
room | ookedEwendehdugh Mol li e Epstein Makar wa
del i vered our sulfogianiinygotR h(odnodnautosn) .t he kit chen
Russell, Wendy ShlossmaWe apgr &gl ata Sagmpone
and clean up, especiall yS&mé epeamlde Mvehaed!| Fea
dinner wi We bavbette Federation Shabbat dinmnér
want to have more dinners, we willilstnéed mer & np

AKSE SI STERHOOD CARBENBAR 201
Friday, January 29Fed6fié@tion Shabbat at
Sunday, February 28, 2016
Mar 2D 16 Pur i m: Mi shl oach Mano!t
TBD

AKSE MENOS CLUB 2
CALENDAR

congregants and guests are
s

asts featuring speaker o]
edicine, and Judai sm. The Me
y 2016 with breakfast at 9:00
s $6. 00 if you make a reservation in| act
s $8.00
January 24, 2016 please wel come AKS|EO !
Dr. Gene wheseptial k is entf|it
Anesthesia: 1t0os |i ke flyjn
Pl ease save the following dates:
February 28, 2016
April 17, 2016
Thanks to ourElkiztableem Orew:s, Morris Freschman|,
SI omowi t z, Steve Wi llis and Moshe Vinograd.
Thanks, Dan Berrypanadi denhard Seltzer, <co
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